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perspective and methodological process that are distinct from other disciplines (Barrett, 2002) . In the future, nursing science will be further expanded and developed through exchanges with various disciplines. Network analyses can contribute to further developing knowledge within nursing and across related disciplines.
The existing network analyses of nursing research are limited to select topics. The current status of the body of knowledge accumulated in nursing science and the direction of its expansion can be identified through the application of network analysis. In addition, concrete and rational plans for nursing practice and education can be prepared by identifying associated topics through macro and micro analyses and referencing topics identified through topic association analysis. Ultimately, the knowledge structure of nursing research can be systematized, and an expanded body of knowledge under more advanced nursing research can be expected to be developed by using network analysis. The ultimate goal is to attain the prospect of future directions for nursing research. Through such studies, the gradual changes in the central topic of nursing research or body of knowledge and predictors for future research can be found. Furthermore, the results presented through network analysis can be used as a foundation for developing evidence-based practice.
Network analysis provides innovative and interesting strategies for presenting the direction of nursing research, not only within the field of nursing but also in wider areas (Alfonzo, Sakraida, & Hastings-Tolsma, 2014) . Areas which need the leading role of nursing and which need to be newly included as part of the nursing profession can be identified through network analysis research in the overall field of health sciences. In addition, new nursing profession roles can be expected in various fields. The area of professional nursing can be expanded through the development of a new nursing service models.
In the future, network analysis on various topics such as nursing terminology, effective communication, teaching methods, outcome measurement, evidence-based practice, cost-effectiveness analysis, e-nursing, global health, and multidisciplinary collaboration will help build knowledge. Finally, studies that compare the knowledge structure of nursing between countries and to other related disciplines would be informative. Network analysis is a valuable tool to build nursing knowledge.
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